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R ichard (Dick) Eugene Lakey was born in Stillwater, Oklahoma on Oct 17,

1931.  He passed away peacefully at the age of 84 on January 12, 2016 at his
home in Rose Villa, Milwaukie, OR.

Dick moved to Oregon at a very young age and grew up in and around Gladstone until he started
college at Oregon State in 1949.   During Dick's college years, he entered ROTC and also met the

love of his life, Betty Kaplan; they were married in 1952.   In 1953, their daughter, Becky, was born
and Dick graduated from college and earned his Officer's commission in the US Air Force.  His

first post was Wright Patterson Air Base in Dayton, Ohio; he and Betty spent 5 years in Dayton
and had 3 more children, Kelley, Casey and Andy.  During Dick's 20 years in the Air Force, the
family traveled all around the US.  Their youngest child, Bill, was born in Laramie, Wyoming,

where Dick taught ROTC and earned his Masters degree in Zoology.

Dick's military expertise was in survival and he helped write survival training manuals and taught
survival techniques.  As a result, he and the family were posted to primarily western states

including Alaska, Nevada, Wyoming, Montana and Washington.  He was an outdoor enthusiast
and enjoyed hunting, fishing, crabbing, clamming, backpacking, canoeing, and just about

anything else that qualified as outdoor recreation.

Dick retired from the Air Force in 1973 and moved to Gladstone, OR where he began a second
career as an accountant and bookkeeper for small businesses around the Portland area.   In the

late 1980's, he started his third career as a home builder and over the next five years built and sold
several homes in the immediate area.

After Betty retired, they traveled for 5 years throughout the US, Canada and Mexico in their RV
but always made sure they were home with their children and their families during the summer
months.  In 2000, Dick and Betty moved to Rose Villa and continued to travel the world for the

next 10 years.
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Dick and Betty were happily married for 63 years before Betty passed away on November 19,
2015.  Dick is survived by his children Becky, Casey (Jenny), and Bill along with 7 grandchildren,

Tyler, Sarah, Nick, Brian, Katie, Rowan and Willow.  Dick was intelligent, inquisitive, friendly, and
had a great sense of humor that everyone enjoyed.  He will be deeply missed by his family,

friends, and all who knew him.

Obituary Richard Eugene Lakey
OCT  17, 1931 -  JAN  12, 2016

PAGE 4 OF 6



Tribute Wall Richard Eugene Lakey
OCT  17, 1931 -  JAN  12, 2016

ES Expression Of Sympathy posted:

A GARDEN PATH was sent on January 21, 2016 We send our heartfelt sympathy in the passing of a

loving husband, father and our friend,Paul and Barbara Clement

January 20 at 5:00 PM

ES Expression Of Sympathy posted:

A SHADES OF ELEGANCE was ordered on January 21, 2016

January 20 at 5:00 PM

ES Expression Of Sympathy posted:

A MOUNTAIN MEADOWPEDESTAL ARRANGEMENT was sent on January 20, 2016 We met our dear

friends Dick and Betty in Montana forty-seven years ago. They became and remain our role models

and will always be in our hearts. They exemplified lives of love for family and friends. Dick now joins

his beloved Betty, together forever. With Love, The Montana Group

January 19 at 5:00 PM

ES Expression Of Sympathy posted:

A DISH GARDEN WITH FRESH FLOWERS was sent on January 16, 2016 We have greatly enjoyed

getting to know Dick and sharing our wonderful grandchildren with him and Betty. We share your

loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this sad time. With love and heartfelt sympathy, Susan

and Stuart

January 15 at 5:00 PM

DM Denise And David Mcmillan posted:

Denise and David McMillan lit a candle for

January 14 at 5:00 PM

DM Denise And David Mcmillan posted:

Our most heartfelt sympathies during this difficult transition. i am sure that both of them are smiling

down upon you!

January 14 at 5:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Richard by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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